
 

 
 
 

 
PRESS RELEASE 
Brazilian agriculture and food research: from feeding to nourishing people. 
 
3 May 2017, Brasilia, Brazil 
 
Today, representatives of the agriculture and food research community, together with policy-
makers in Brazil have come together at a high-level event, co-hosted by Embrapa and the 
Global Panel on Agriculture and Food Systems for Nutrition, to discuss how research can be 
repositioned to focus on food systems that support high-quality diets. 

The event, hosted by Panel Member and Embrapa President Mauricio Antônio Lopes, 
highlights the evidence-based recommendations made by the Global Panel’s Foresight Report, 
Food systems and diets: Facing the challenges of the 21st century and the subsequent Nature 
journal research paper Uma nova agenda global para a pesquisa sobre os alimentos. 

“In the last 20 years, Embrapa has become a global leader in sustainable agriculture and food 
research, providing the evidence to support successful policies to reduce poverty and 
undernutrition in the Brazil” said Dr Lopes. “We now have a great opportunity to become a global 
leader in delivering high-quality diets, to help realise the United Nations Decade of Action on 
Nutrition. 

In the last 2-3 decades Brazil has managed to significantly reduce hunger and poverty, and is 
often described as one of the best examples in the world of how to build strong political 
commitment to nutrition. For example, between 1989 and 2007 the prevalence of stunting in 
children under 5 reduced from 19% to 7%. Embrapa’s research on sustainible agricultural 
production played a key role in this success.  

However, the focus on production may have come at the expense of nutritional quality. 20 percent 
of Brazilian women of reproductive age are anaemic, and food and nutrition insecurity remains a 
problem in specific communities. In 1975, Brazil had the world’s ninth largest population of 
underweight men, but by 2014 it was ranked third globally for obese men. Diet-related non-
communicable diseases are now a growing problem in Brazil. Heart disease, cancer and diabetes 
are responsible for over half the deaths in the country. The consumption of highly processed 
foods that are high in energy density, but low in nutrient density has been identified as a key 
contributor to the rise in overweight and obesity. 

Co-chair of the Global Panel, Sir John Beddington said “The research of Embrapa and the wider 
scientific community is crucial, as we face the challenge to provide safe and affordable high 
quality diets, now and in the future.”  

Brazil, much like many other countries in the world, is now experiencing a double burden of 
malnutrition, where overweight and obesity exist alongside nutrient deficiencies. 

The country has already shown the world what can be achieved with first class research and 
sustained political commitment to reduce hunger. But we know that simply focussing on hunger 
is not enough. Food systems need to be repositioned from feeding people to nourishing people. 
As such, agriculture needs to shift its focus on yield to more focus on diet quality alongside yield. 

As it did with global food security, Embrapa has a real opportunity to take the lead in 
delivering the research that not only sustainably increases agricultural yield, but also improves 
diet quality. It can become a global leader in this Decade of Action on Nutrition. 
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Notes to Editors 
 
The Global Panel is available for phone or email interviews: 
- Prof Sandy Thomas, Global Panel Director. 
- Dr Mauricio Lopes, Global Panel Member and President of the Brazilian Agricultural Research 
Corporation (Embrapa). 
 
About the Global Panel on Agriculture and Food Systems for Nutrition 
The Global Panel on Agriculture and Food Systems for Nutrition was established in August 2013 at the 
Nutrition for Growth Summit in London. It is jointly funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and 
the UK Department for International Development. It is an independent group of experts and leaders who 
hold or have held high office and who show strong personal commitment to improving nutrition. The Panel 
is co-chaired by His Excellency John Kufuor, (former President of Ghana) and Sir John Beddington (former 
UK Government Chief Scientific Adviser). The Panel aims to provide guidance to decision makers, 
particularly governments, to inform and promote agricultural and food policies and investment for improved 
nutrition in low and middle income countries. www.glopan.org. 
 
Their influence is delivered through evidence-based technical and policy briefs, the Foresight Report and 
tailored country/regional papers, that are produced by the Global Panel Secretariat in London, Panel 
members and experts. These documents contain recommendations for potential policy interventions at a 
national and regional level. 
 
Contacts 
Global Panel Communications Office: 
Darren Hughes +44 7812342216 darren.hughes@glopan.org  
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